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YOU'RE ON
SPEAKER.
GO AHEAD,
HILLORI.

IT SOUNDED
IT WAS A BEING LIKE... ‘TA... RA...
OF LIGHT. WE w ELY'
ll STARTED CALLING NO... MAYBE

TA... RE...

THESE SOUNDS
RESEMBLE OUR OLD
TRANSCRIPTIONS.

EXACTLY...
BUT CLOSE.

et

e O -t

GOT IT.
I'M WRITING DOWN
ONLY WHAT WE HEAR.




B

The encounter docsn't match
S-4 mandestatons Mo wolet

distortion. no geometry
collapse. no aggression.
and na 115 nteraction




LOOK AT THIS
REPEATED PHONETIC

UNIT, IT APPEARS GATES. PASSAGES.
ALONGSIDE SYMBOLS L) OPENINGS. DOORWAYS.

- [l DIFFERENT CULTURES,
As?gggﬁgﬁgfm ; SAME PATTERN.

THIS SOUND
UNIT SHOWS UP IT'S DEFINITELY
AGAIN AND AGAIN, A PHONETIC UNIT.
NEXT TO THRESHOLD
SYMBOLS — STONE BUT WE STILL
DOORS, ARCHWAYS, B DON'T HAVE ENOUGH
AND PATHWAYS. CONTEXT TO
T TE IT.
IT SUGGESTS RANHAEE 1

A MEANING CONNECTED
TO OPENING OR
CROSSING.




THEY'RE COMING HOME £t

T PR O POLARDD
A [ONG ROAD mOst] ¥y
- l -

FE s
T

’

e

COMCRITY. FRLES STH GNTITIONS

a plaster Bigfoot
foatprint once

2

Wie're coming home
wrth Lomerthen
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WE GOT
COMPANY.
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11:43 PM

THE LD AM STATION |y B0 ;
L ; SECURE
tousviie, kv (SR x THE BUILDING!
J o Nk

FIND
THE SOURCE! WE'RE
NOW! GOING TO' HAVE
\ TO MOVE!

THE MATERIAL
STAYS HERE,

GET ro THE
BACK ROOM!

) ‘a»
-—-__:'_
s M

-\i.
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Wi T W Y e e Wil W e e

THE OLD AM STATION .
LOWSVILLE, KY v ¢ ]
. ‘ W oo W SECure
1:14 AM s

- M THE ROOM!

THIS IS
WHAT WE
WERE AFTER.




73B

MOSTLY EMPTY, SOMEWHAT DIVINE




...micro-movements.,
Tiny pupil twitches.
Not synthetic.

They're still human.

Human bodies . | 5 PR Involuntary.
being linkeed... ! B ¥ Live neural control.

being overridden. Still human.

Your resistance
increases correction
severity.
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They twitch
when the transmitter
SUrges...

It's riding
the electromagnetic
systems.

* : : i | i ;W 50 e 7 [
ﬂ -
P oW  Aaron! R .
73 }_‘ Kill the tower! / “4
» %) 1
. _ LA




TOLD YOU.
STILL HUMAN.
JUST

DRIVEN.
;p .

THE SIGNAL'S DOWM
THEYRE JUST PEOPLE
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EYTRAVENICULAR
SERVICE LIN

GYERRIDE MODE f.,
|

5

| THREAT ACQUISITION
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ENO V5 THE FUTURE

i, !‘f?’ V’Wﬁ%*rr«#
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15 CONSTRUCTION
AND SERNE EQUIPWENT
FOR THE MOON

BULT TO MOVE MATERIALS.
ARE STES, MANTAIN

FACILITIES, AND SUPPORT
OFERATIONS

THERE A% HUNDREDS Y e
OF THESE UWITS NO COMBAT SYSTEMS
THE VR N ORBIT,
AT LUNAR FACLITIES

O THE REAL WORX -

BURDING MASLNG, SERVICING,

NEEPISG THE BFRASTRUCTURE
RUNMING

THE TECHMOLOGY
ITSELF ISNT THE THREAT

"5 HUMAN TECHNOLOGY
= ALCELERATED

ONCE T LEAVES ITS DGINAL
PURPOSE, IT GETS REPURPOSED

AND THAT ACCELERATED
TECH BECOMES WEAPONS
INVENTORY FOR THE CLOUD

FOR BABEL

TOOLS BECOME INVENTORY
WHEN THE PURPOSE CRANGES
S o6
DWEE MANDYS
SAME RESWLT .
*

ACTELERATER SUMAN
TELHNOLOG Y
WEAFONS NVENTORT
FOR THE CLOUD.
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THE COST OF TRS WORD

We built this to .
carry men farther It still might.

K,n theyd It's a machine,

ever gone. Machines don't
choose what
they're for.
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- L
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A POLARDD FROM OUR JOURNEY.
AN ANCIENT FRAGMENT FROM ANOTMER TisE

i

! "

)

- il

T \MAGE WAS A STRLCTLEE

A FREGUENCY A Skl Tub] ‘f

T'VE SEEN TE L4 AWD 1S RECONDS ﬁ

THIS 15 DWFERINT — b ™
- e 3
Jqi= '

&

# 'l .\
]
B T .
= -
- .
i

THE PATTERNS DONT MATCH
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THREE DSFFERENT EXPLANATIONS
SAME PHENOMENA. THATS A G000
PLACE TD BE. LETS LAY THEM DUT

| Tomex (T8 AN
ADVANCED NONHUMAN
WTEL LG TECOLO8Y
BLYOND OURS. REAL

THEEE EXPLANATIONS
ALL VALID. ALL wORTH
EPLORING

DUFFERENT PATMSE
SAME WOADER

MOSTLY EMPTY,
SOMEWRAT DIVINE




MIISTI.Y EMPTY, SOMEWHAT DIVINE . D
S, 7 RoBOT PROGRAM

The i & Sarwei 3
atonomous logeshcs unt
Fusided in the sarly T0s

SEWES 2

A TOMOSEAT | DEZSTICT T
TARLY 1970

AN GBE Y Wil L DPTRATION

So we're not fightling
killer robots. We're
fighting hands. The thing
controlling them
somewhers élse

The unity fhemdetves
o wttoctve, bt theye
dumbs ettt 2 rertwcrs
Thary' recaves command,
coordnate, and adept
bat the rel intelligaree

v offuite

Fnd the nefwork
Fing the controd

Find 'ru arvoUL Syiee
i cut it
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NOT AARON

PEAS S'-Ir P LONGER ' F ol PHYSICALLY
INTERRUFT THE L4/LS
EELATIONSHP

YOU CHANGE
ol GRAWTTATIONAL
BALANCE TWAT OFENS

OT ABOUT
PESTROYING ANYTHING

5-1-1 THE RELA' -u- P
AND SEE wiHa
VHLOCKS

ADAN JUST WATCHES
SOME COMVERSATIONS
PON'T NEED A VOICE

ADAM WALKS AwAY
BEFORE THEY SEE M5 FALE

Dl A

P —

i
i




Professor Mesna
can vkm\ms\ ¥ s il are
partly correct, information
patterns may persisd
And i L4 or LS could
mave @ buman mend
4 that actually

i1 the transler
worked but somethung
went wrong, fhe mind
gt parnint bl
# practical way to
return. A stranded
COMSCIoUSNess i
onw of the rigks
we have to take

Ser sy

Thirse e powerfu et
They cim huedp Ut bt they
can aine hurl pocpls

and why Curweity it good

Rechirisness n not

s
Po NoT TELL
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THE PEAD MACHINE TALKS

TME (Ll BOBOT wilS ALREASY SRENT
SROKEN  PESMANTLED

BUT IT LETT SOMITiNG BOE

1w f-’
THE DEAD WACHINE
T e WENT ST BROADCAS
S TG
ONTACT SORTHING

SOME KEEP TALKNG
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MOSTLY EMPTY, SOMEWHAT DIVINE

BABEL began as a
glstics system.

Moving parts,

Then it grew into forecasting Then strategic prediction. Then it ingested anomalous S-4 data
Weather, supply chains, resource Global modets. Political, economic, Data that shouldn't have been in the system
reeds It learned patterns miitary. it started connecting things responded

no ong connected

That's why we're here

Node 12 is still live. i we want to
understand what it's saying... we need
to hit Node 12

That's the guestion
that got people
reassigned




s "MOSTLY EMPTY,
A ) \

DIVIEW

THE PLAN HAS A COST

A gate. A switch. A backup nobody trusts.

THREE TEAMS. A

7 S # handie access. Get in, We walch, document,
Different ways inside. and call it i Eyes on everything

ksep it chean

L

wove what we need, and ?

THE NOISE.

»| Draw their eyes to the gate.

| THE ACCESS.

Find the switch before
the system finds them.

NO CLEAN ENTRANCES. NO EASY EXITS.
== —-———-— o

ET. BIGGER QUIANET. BIGGER QUESTIONS.
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NODE 12
TEAMS ARE ASSIGNED.
Here's the plan. Three teams
AT 2N
NOVE 2900 We mowve at 2100
Stay om comms and keep it tight

We make nomse, creste Wie handle access. Get in W watch docLrmert
distractions, draw attention e what we need. and and call it in. Eyes on everything
Kadp # moving keep it clean

CREATE A DISTRACTION.
KEEP IT MOVING
You know wi're really good Eyes don't just
» at this part, right? % watch You Fsten, toa
; / ' 5 The wesrd usually
Y .y I
.\

talls you when i'§
watchng back

EYES
DA [ STREEIFY / WEENA / MUANDRY [ HELLOW)
(SULLIVAN WITH ADAM)




MUSTLY EMPTY SIMWIIAI ) H |

JOSM JDM AARON. L <
BUENO, ]
BIGGER QUESTIONS. |k
¥ [
ﬁ'\

RETURN THE
INTERFACE
MATERIAL.

ALREADY SEEN
THE COST.

OUT HERE.
.l_?‘ ILMFJ M( A ....L_".

‘W,f E;* if




A REMOTE LISTENMG STATION

SOMEWNERE N THE DESERT.
LATE

ITLL PROBABLY
BE NOTHING
THESE ARE ST
PASSIVE DISHES

A LUTTLE




MOSTLY EMPTY, SOMEWHAT DIVINE ==

BUENO UNLEASHED

THEY CAME QUIET.
ALL BLACK. ALL THE
SAME

HUDE 12 ,#1

" o Ef::f "
4 )4

Y. Ay — ! S THEY MOVE
(D \ ; W BACK UP TOGETHER.

P

e * 782 ok T
{7 L 1 TANC
; ‘ | . - EE%L?E sxpzmnou
r B \.- \ . - - =
!/ . : - Il E.-:ll Ii : ]
# ™ F ,:. -, '|I'I|||'“||"‘{|H'|“' »

s

POWN AGAIN
AND AGAIN.
AND AGAIN.







sece “MOSTLY EMPTY

DV

THE WINDOW CI.OSES

The diversion worked. That was the problem.

e —l L T TOGETHER. FALL
TOGETHER. GET

THEY KEPT GETTING UP. ' BACK UP TOGETHE
Bueno kept the guards occupied.

BmLGGIEﬁL

TANCE
EIEESDF‘?E EX PECTAT]UN

BUT NOT FOR LONG.

Every alarm now knew their name.

ET. BIGGER QUIANET. BIGGER QUESTIONS.
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MOSTLY EMPTY, SOMEWHAT DIVINE [ 77 Maceines wake

Adam? This feels like
the kind of information
you should've had
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N I§
Turns out the future " ‘ . .

we were promised had
a lot of fucking forklifts.

Keep the loader comng' [N I'm shiding left!
Use the containers \ d Drawing it off you!

L] - —
o RS S e =
ks 3 b 4 -
- . A . keep them off the dishes!
] ' L -




Rotation on the right!

Suppressing| . i el Bl Two more coming
ing! B & ing : : S around the dishes!
Keep mg_ E i3 : L o ‘

-

There's an EM spike!
It's a rotation :ﬁde -

they're about to flank us!
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EXACTLY. STOP SHOOTING ROBOTS.
SHOOT THE PISHES.

A

b

4
N
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B

LINK LOST
ABOUT MALF
THE ROBOTS
FREELE
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//‘/ﬂPE BABEL

JST BEMEMBER
WERE LOOKING
NOT TO PROVE ANYTHING.

BABEL NODE 12 _

1?
- !ﬁ".f

b '?,{?,i

pe |
%]
oL s
+ 0

- L

Foe
I.'—)-
W W

q-

aeL ‘uﬁ_
L L

A -flu k

-
=
LA

ey
Ty v
b b
"
Pt

nle
s d—

.hql:.—!l'_

-~ .- &1 — , - !
TR !
- L B
Ted

R o

CAMERAS THAT
NEVER PROTOGRAPIED
I AND THERE ME 5

FVERTYWHERE

THEY WERE
ALWAYS WATCHING

THES SN'T A RECORM
OF WHAT MAPPENED
ITS A MAP OF
NOW DEEP IT GOES
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I/ . A \ : - -
¥ -_ _'\mr.n-__ i -
HAS DONE THIS BEFORE.Qw. & HF I I l}{ r‘FIH[-I' ED ".II | ’,

o L C o ol
t » ';, 4 Ey‘%

% ';'.,,'!' "’ &ﬁ
L YOU MWILL |

SURVIVE AGAIN
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s ANALOG MWS

BABEL CONTROLS MODERN SYSTEMS.
BUT IT DOESN'T CONTROL THE ORMGINAL
PNYSICAL SWITCH NETWORK

WERE IT 15

SYSTEMS WiLL '}
SHUT DOWN
IN STAGES
THERE'S NO
TURNING [T
ON FOR A WHILE

EVERYTHING
STOPS.
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; MOSTY EMPTY, SOMEWHAT IIWINE

THE NERVOUS SYSTEM

A CAPTURED BABEL MODULE

REAL HARDWARE 11 No. It's learning
how to wear
humanity

Can we stop We could disrupt it with
L4 and LS from an analog space comcept
MNa Dt




J] :1 1:; |m| IA
THE THING THEY HAVE T0 Bul, {{ nooe 12

THIS 15 THE BABEL MAP:

IT SHOWS THE L4/L5 Add a third
=’ M reference through
115, and the

balance breaks.

CURRENT STATE: 14 / LS
L4

PLAN THE BUILD: WHAT WE NEED

BABEL TRAEES m:n'__'n'_ua_um D SHOITTUTS.
We turn BABEL's FUGHT PLan

TR
. v B hewOn B0
window info a Fizvin & s ETAF Wﬂ
L0 GaARCE §YRES P

manual flight .
plan. s mes woaecx. | g
SIRDE B A LGTEPY I P’ﬂ‘
POEFENDENT FOWER /
WP DONTEART SOLATYD oD
BASRATION AND PR TILY MRITECTON

TELIMITRT
AAROLA ANT B W LSS W

THE 115 INTIRFACE
[ oS us 4 reppeEnce
L CUTSIDE THE NATLRAL L

PN e WIOW AT MBS

FESTRRTED MARDwARE
T MTTRRACE CoMPONENTS
CONTRNLED OFF T Y

Source the
hardware.
Integrate 115.
Ground-test it.
Then build the
i manual flight plan.

147
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e 4 _aMlISTlY EMPTY, SOMEWHAT IIWIHEI L

A QUIET ROOM. | KEPT MONEY.
REAL NUMBERS. '
EAL NUMBERS. : PROPERTIES.

A FEW CONTACTS.
CASH.

| NEVER TRUSTED
INSTITUTIONS,
SO | KEPT THINGS
WHERE THEY COULDN'T
TAKE THEM.

YOU ARE NOT
KEEPING THAT.

o 5
,.-lf-“
f

| HELPED OPEN
THE DOOR.
| CAN PAY
TO CLOSE IT.

SAME
PLANET.
BIGGER
QUESTION:
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B THE MACHINE TAKES SHAPE

m\

\..-*\a ..'
> \




MOSTLY EMPTY, SOMEWHAT DIVINE E=5522

THRE PEVICE 1SN°T A MACNNE

W T TRANTIONAL SENSE

1T WEEDS A LIVING i ORaeA ThON
PATTERN A WUMAN NFEVOLS
SYSTEM MAY BE ENOUGH

SOME PAYLOAPS
CAN'T M LIFTER
BY MACHINE S




